
 

Great Lakes Chapter, Michigan Botanical Club 

Board Meeting Minutes 

September 4, 2016 

 

 Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by Irene Eiseman at 4:39 pm in the 

Boardroom of Holiday Inn Kalamazoo-W.  Irene was joined by board members Jim 

Hewitt, Leslie Kuhn, and Phyllis Higman and Foray participant Glenn VandeWater. 

 

 Review of Agenda:  Leslie asked that “Survey of members” be added to the agenda. 

 

 Treasurer’s Report:  Leslie distributed a report showing a current account balance of 

$1,504.39 which is higher by $545 than the January 1, 2016 beginning balance.  Yet to be 

disbursed this year are the hotel bill for two sponsored students at the Foray ($370) and 

the cost of Volume 55 of The Michigan Botanist (now known as The Great Lakes 

Botanist). If all four issues are published this would amount to about $840. 

 

 Dues Rate 2017:  The initial dues structure, established by the Board for 2016, is:  

Individual - $25; Family - $35; Student - $15; Benefactor/Sustaining member - $40+.  

Leslie felt that based on current income and expenses the Chapter would be leading a 

hand-to-mouth existence with this dues rate and that it would be good to have more 

money to support various projects.  She moved to raise the individual dues to $30, the 

family dues to $40, the benefactor/sustaining level to $50, and leave student unchanged at 

$15. Phyllis and Irene generally felt that a $5 increase would not be inappropriate.  Jim 

was not in favor of a dues increase.  Phyllis seconded the motion and it passed with a 2/3 

majority. 

 

 Terms of Office:  In May, 2015 the Great Lakes Chapter (then known as Special 

Members Chapter) came into existence.  Since the Chapter’s fiscal year is the calendar 

year (Jan. - Dec.) Irene wanted to clarify in which year the terms of the officers began.  It 

was agreed that the beginning of the term for all the officers would be January 1, 2016. 

 

 2017 Field Trips, Activities, Events:  Among the ideas mentioned for next year:  a post-

Spring Foray walk on the way home downstate; a trip to the Fennville area in June to 

look for orchids; events to target and engage college students, like in Lansing, using a 

local expert on relevant topics; engaging like-minded groups such as Wild Ones to boost 

attendance at events; using the mini-foray concept to re-visit a foray site at a different 

time of year; something in the UP for members there.  Jim said we did target member 

concentrations in the Northwest LP and the South-Central LP for our two field trips this 

year but attendance was light. 

 

 End-of-Year Newsletter:  Leslie suggested two topics: plant communication and plant 

“trichomes".  She will work on an article for the latter. 

 

 Member Survey:  Two methods were mentioned: an attachment to the dues form and the 

online service, Survey Monkey.  Board members would think of questions to ask. 

 

 Next Meeting:  Not scheduled at this time 

 

 Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 5:46 PM 
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