
OCTOBER 2013 Editor - Emily Nietering

FALL PROGRAMS
Sunday, October 6

2:00 pm

Alaska - The Last Frontier 

by Caryle Spence 

Alaska is by far the biggest state in the Union and has
the longest coastline of any state. Alaska has many
natural wonders, spectacular vistas, rugged, beautiful
mountains, misty forests, sparking waterfalls,
windswept tundra with wildflowers, fjords, blue-
colored glaciers and, of course, many wild animals.
Everybody wants to see grizzly bears, bald eagles,
moose, seals, caribou, dall sheep, black bears and
whales.  Caryle did see all of them, but at some
distance.

Caryle and Alice Ward visited many of Alaska's
famous national parks, historic sites and points of
interest on a trip sponsored by Seven Ponds Nature
Center.  They began in Anchorage and also visited
Seward, Prince William Sound, Portage Glacier, Exit
Glacier, Alaska Sealife Center, Kenai Fjord National
Park, Valdez, historic Kennicott Copper Mine in
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park, Denali National
Park, and saw Mt. McKinley in the clouds.  They also
visited a musk ox farm and the Anchorage Botanical
Garden.  Caryle will be bringing books, maps,
pamphlets and other information. 

We meet in the Visitor's Center at Heritage Park in

Farmington Hills, off Farmington Road between 10
and 11 Mile Roads. There is plenty of free parking
just outside the Visitor’s Center. Refreshments will
be served after the program. There are many trails
and a nature center at the park, so come early or stay
after the program and enjoy the area. 

(Sunday, November 3 - To Be Determined)

Sunday, December 1 - “Conifers and Yew” an

overview of Gymnosperms or cone bearing

plants.

Michigan Botanical Club 

Statewide Fall Annual Meeting

The Annual Fall Meeting will be held at the Eddy
Discovery Center at Waterloo Recreation Area in

Chelsea on Saturday Oct. 12 with guest speaker,
Dr. Tony Reznicek speaking on “Botanizing in

Alaska”.  In addition to the program, the State Board
of Directors will meet and there will  be a field trip
focusing on fall lycopods by Connie Crancer of the
Huron Valley Chapter.  All are welcome and invited
to attend. See your state newsletter, Arisaema, for
more details.

VISITOR’S CENTER GROUNDBREAKING

You are invited to the Detroit River International
Wildlife Refuge (Humbug Marsh) Groundbreaking
for the new LEED certified Visitor’s Center at the
Refuge Gateway at 5437 West Jefferson Avenue,
Trenton, Michigan 48183. The Refuge Gateway will

host a public open house on Wednesday, October

16 at 11 AM, with the groundbreaking ceremony
starting at 1 PM. This Visitor Center will welcome,
educate, and inspire tens of thousands of projected
annual visitors to the Detroit River International
Wildlife Refuge. IWRA Executive Director, Joann
Van Aken can be reached by email a t :
iwr_alliance@yahoo.com  or phoned at (734)
692-7671for more information.
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WAYNE COUNTY PARKS

NANKIN MILLS INTERPRETIVE CENTER

ADULT BOTANY HIKE SERIES

with Carol Clements,

Park Naturalist

Coniferous Tree Collections of Historic 

Bennett Arboretum, Northville

Saturday, November 16

1:00 - 3:00 pm

Bennett Arboretum was developed during the 1930's
as part of the Middle Rouge Parkway (Hines
Parkway) project.  Jesse Merle Bennett, a pioneer in
roadside development and Director of Wayne County
Parks and Forestry in the 1920's and 1930's. was the
visionary for the arboretum project.  Many rare trees
from around the world were planted here. We will
explore the historic conifer collections at the northern
end of the Arboretum. Trails are rolling and hilly.
Dress for the weather.  Meet at the Disc Golf parking
lot, off Hines Drive, north of 6 Mile Rd.  

FIELD TRIP REPORT

STERLING STATE PARK

by Ruth Hart

The August 17 walk at Sterling State Park had 11
participants including trip leader, Milton French.  We
began at the parking lot nearest the lotus pavillion
and followed the paved nature path to the pavillion
and around the roughly triangular lagoon in the
southwest quadrant of the park (unit 10 Hunt Club on
the state’s unit map.)

We had good looks at plentiful lotus beds.  An
interpretive sign said that the lotus were nearly
extirpated by the 1930’s and were brought back by
the volunteer efforts of the Lotus Garden Club
beginning in the 1950’s.  

Milton named over 100 plants for us, both common
and uncommon.  His own survey list has grown to
over 200 species.  Highlights of our trip, in addition
to the lotus, included:   Marsh Mallow with big,

showy pink flowers that look very like Rose of
Sharon, and Yellow Giant Hyssop, a native
Agastache, identified by Bob Smith. Bob (aka R.W.
Smith) who has taken many photographs for U of M
herbarium’s on-line Michigan Flora.  Bob also
showed us biennial bee-blossom, formerly Gaura

biennis now Oenothera gaura.  It looks much like
the Gaura that is cultivated.  A plant identified on our
walk as Wahoo, the native Euonymus shrub, turned
out on further examination, to be European Spindle
tree. The actual native species is a plant of Special
Concern status in Michigan.  

Photographers Ray and Pat Coleman showed us an
unusually colorful moth, the Rosy Maple Moth.  It
was yellow and pink and was sitting on a yellow
flower of Evening Primrose.  We also saw several of
the beautiful and graceful Great Egrets, some Mute
Swans and three Northern Water Snakes which were
sunning together on a log.  The weather was perfect
and we didn’t want to leave.

ROYAL OAK NATURE SOCIETY

OCTOBER SPEAKER PROGRAM:

“Great Smoky Mountains National Park” is being
held on Wednesday, October 2nd, 2013 beginning
7:30 pm at the Royal Oak Middle School (709 N.
Washington between 11 Mile Rd & Catalpa).  Great
Smoky Mountains National Park welcomes more
visitors in a year than any other national park.
Located on the Tennessee-North Carolina border,
this park has become well known for its biodiversity.
Join Gordon Lonie, retired Sterling Heights
naturalist, for an introduction to the human and
natural history of the park.  This program includes
plenty of flowers, waterfalls, salamanders and a
guaranteed black bear sighting.

NOVEMBER SPEAKER PROGRAM:

“The Fish Communities of the Rouge River” is being
held on Wednesday, November 6th, 2013 beginning
7:30 pm at the Royal Oak Middle School (709 N.
Washington between 11 Mile Rd & Catalpa).  The
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Rouge is Michigan’s most polluted river.  Who would
think that it is one of only three rivers in Michigan to
have the endangered Redside Dace.   The Rouge is
also the home of our newest invasive fish, the
Mummichog.  The Rouge is really a fascinating river
that flows close to Royal Oak with an amazing
diversity of fishes.  Come learn about these fishes and
why Bob Muller, our Nature Society naturalist, has
spent the last two summers jumping into it. 

For more information on the Royal Oak Nature

Society and their programs, please call (248) 246-
3380 or visit www.ci.royal-oak.mi.us/nature

****SAVE THE DATE****

Michigan Botanical Club

2014 Foray

The planning for the Michigan Botanical Club's 2014
Foray has been taken on by the Executive Committee
of the State Board, following the dissolution of the
Red Cedar Chapter who was in line to plan and host
in 2014. We have decided to hold the Foray in July in
the Keweenaw Peninsula, with MTU as our location
for lodging, meals and programs.

Start date: Thursday evening July 10th 
End date: Monday July 14th 

Monday July 14th would be a special field trip for

those that want to extend their visit to the UP 

Cost: very approximately $200 per person for room,

board, linens, dorm access card and parking.
Registration fee to still be determined. 

Field trips: Copper Harbor to see Estivant Pines,

Bird, Geology and of course Botany field trips.

STEWARDSHIP NETWORK

Have you wondered what the Stewardship Network
does in our state, and more locally here in the greater
Detroit area?  Here is your chance to attend a free

breakfast and “Commit to Conserve” fundraising
event for the Stewardship Network. You will learn

about how the SN connects, equips and mobilizes
people to care for the land and nature that we all

love.  The breakfast will be held on Thursday,

October 24, from 8:00 am to 9:00 am at the Detroit
Golf Club, 17911 Hamilton Rd., Detroit.  It would be
wonderful if the Michigan Botanical Club could fill a
table of 10 people.  Call a friend and plan to attend.
For more information and to reserve a spot call Emily
Nietering at 313-278-9269 or e-mail her at
knietering@sbcglobal.net

MEMBER NEWS

We are saddened to report the death of Roger
Walden on Sept. 17.  Roger and Wendy were long-
time members of the Southeastern Chapter of the
Michigan Botanical Club.  Roger was a distinguished
veteran, having served in the US Army from 1942 to
1966.  He will be buried at Arlington National
Cemetery.  Wendy is home recovering from back
surgery at this time.

MICHIGAN  BOTANICAL CLUB

The Michigan Botanical Club was founded in 1941.
It is a non-profit organization that promotes the
understanding, enjoyment and preservation of
Michigan plant life and the conservation of our
natural resources.

SOUTHEASTERN CHAPTER, 

Michigan Botanical Club

President: Emily Nietering (313) 278-9269
Vice-President: Dorothy Holden (248) 347-1051
Secretary: Ruth Hart (313) 849-2844
Treasurer: Richard Fowler (248) 828-2952
Director-at-Large: Alice Ward (248) 673-1183

We are now in the process of planning our fall and
winter  programs.  If you have any suggestions,
please contact one of the SE Chapter officers.


